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Aug. 17--ASHLAND -- Ironton resident Steve Shaffer no longer faces a felony criminal charge for leading
an expedition that removed an 8-ton boulder from the Ohio River in 2007.
However, it appears that a federal civil lawsuit filed against Shaffer and others by Kentucky Attorney
General Jack Conway will continue to make its way through the court system.
Shaffer's attorney, Michael Curtis, had sought to have the case dismissed. However, at a recent status
hearing, Senior U.S. District Judge Henry ordered that the process of discovery continue, and issued a
new schedule for it. Wilhoit did not set a date for the case to go to trial, however.
In a motion filed Aug. 4, Curtis argued that the civil case should be dismissed for the same reason the
criminal charge against Shaffer was -- a lack of proof that the rock that Shaffer and his cohorts raised
from the bottom of the river is the same Indian Head Rock that was registered with the University of
Kentucky as a protected antiquity in 1985.
According to Greenup Commonwealth's Attorney Cliff Duvall, who moved to dismiss the state charge
against Shaffer, there have been several rocks in the river that have been dubbed "Indian Head Rock" or
"Indian Rock" and confusion exists as to which is the "official" one.
The rock that was floated to the surface of the water by Shaffer and a team of rescue divers is inscribed
with numerous names and initials dated in the mid-1800s, along with a crude etching that resembles a
face. The appearance of the rock doesn't square with the description of the one registered with UK by a
man named James Swauger, Duvall said.
In his most recent motion, Curtis argues that because it cannot be proven the rock Shaffer removed is, in
fact, Indian Head Rock, the point of contention lies solely between the states of Kentucky and Ohio,
which places the matter in the jurisdiction of the U.S. Supreme Court.
In addition to Shaffer, Conway's suit names as defendants the city of Portsmouth; its former mayor,
Greg Bauer; and David Vetter, a Portsmouth resident who was on the dive team that raised the boulder.
The suit seeks the return of the rock to Kentucky, along with punitive damages and attorney fees.

